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AVE MARIA GROTTO

" Jerusalem In Miniature"

The Ave Maria Grotto, known throughout the world
as "Jerusalem in Miniature", is on the grounds of St.
Bernard Abbey, the only Benedictine Abbey in Alabama.
Found just off Interstate 65, the Grotto consists of 125
small stone and cement structures landscaped along a
two block long hillside.

The miniature versions of world famous buildings
and Biblical stories are the creation of Bavarian monk,
Brother Joseph Zoettl O.S.B., who spent 70 years of his
life at St. Bernard.

Nestled along the shaded hillside are miniatures of
the Temple of Jerusalem, St. Peter’s Shrine, Noah’s Ark,
the Hanging Gardens of Babylon, the Pantheon, the
Roman Colosseum, the Leaning Tower of Pisa, and over
a hundred more.

HOURS: 7 AM. - Sunset, daily
(Closed Christmas)

REGULAR ADMISSION

Adults $3.50
Children 6-12 2.00
Sr. Citizens (62 & Over) 3.00
Children under 6 Free with Adult
GROUP ADMISSION
Adults $2.50
High School Students 2.00
Elementary Students 1.50
Sr. Citizens (62 & Over) 2.50

BUS DRIVER AND TOUR GUIDE
ADMITTED FREE WITH GROUP

28 MILES TO DECATUR

AVE MARIA
GROTTQ
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49 MILES TO BIRMING<AM

For More Information Contact:

AVE MARITA GROTTO St. Bernard Abbey
1600 St. Bernard Dr., SE, Cullman, AL 35055
(205) 734-4110



THE AVE MARIA GROTTO

Cullman, Alabama 35055

Open every day 7:00 A.M. until
sunset. Free Picnic Grounds are

adjacent to the Grotto Parking

lot.

The Ave Maria Grotto is a beautifully landscaped, four-acre park designed to
provide a natural setting for the 125 miniature reproductions of some of the most
famous historic buildings and shrines of the world. These masterpieces of stone and
concrete are the lifetime work of Brother Joseph Zoettl, a Benedictine monk of
St. Bernard Abbey. Begun as a hobby, Brother Joseph with various materials he

could find, an infinite patience and a remarkable sense of symmetry and proportion
re-created some of the greatest edifices of all times.

Among the numerous replicas which elicit admiration and wonderment from
the visitor are the famous buildings of Jerusalem and the Holy Land, familiar to all
from the Bible; Roman Landmarks, as St. Peter's and the Colosseum: the famous

Spanish Missions of the American Southwest; and replicas of the famous Shrines
of Our Lady, Fatima and Lourdes.

Located on the grounds of St. Bernard Abbey,
and 1 mile east of Cullman, the Ave Maria Grotto is
U.S. 31 and 278; or Alabama State Highway 69.

50 miles north of Birmingham
easily reached via Interstate 65;
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AVE MARIA GROTTO

" Jerusalem In Miniature"

The Ave Maria Grotto, known throughout the world
as "Jerusalem in Miniature", is on the grounds of St.
Bernard Abbey, the only Benedictine Abbey in Alabama.
Found just off Interstate 65, the Grotto consists of 125
small stone and cement structures landscaped along a
two block long hillside.

The miniature versions of world famous buildings
and Biblical stories are the creation of Bavarian monk,
Brother Joseph Zoettl O.S.B., who spent 70 years of his
life at St. Bernard.

Nestled along the shaded hillside are miniatures of
the Temple of Jerusalem, St. Peter’s Shrine, Noah’s Ark,
the Hanging Gardens of Babylon, the Pantheon, the
Roman Colosseum, the Leaning Tower of Pisa, and over
a hundred more.

HOURS: 7 AM. - Sunset, daily
(Closed Christmas)

REGULAR ADMISSION

Adults $3.50
Children 6-12 2.00
Sr. Citizens (62 & Over) 3.00
Children under 6 Free with Adult
GROUP ADMISSION
Adults $2.50
High School Students 2.00
Elementary Students 1.50
Sr. Citizens (62 & Over) 2.50

BUS DRIVER AND TOUR GUIDE
ADMITTED FREE WITH GROUP
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For More Information Contact:

AVE MARIA GROTTO St. Bernard Abbey
1600 St. Bemard Dr., SE, Cullman, AL 35055
(205) 734-4110
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THE AVE MARIA GROTTO

Cullman, Alabama 35055

Open every day 7:00 A.M. until
sunset. Free Picnic Grounds are
adjacent to the Grotto Parking

lot.

BR. JOSEPH ZOETTL, O.S.B.

ihe Ave Maria Grotto is a beautifully landscaped, four-acre park designed to
provide a natural setting for the 125 miniature reproductions of some of the most
famous historic buildings and shrines of the world. These masterpieces of stone and
concrete are the lifetime work of Brother Joseph Zoettl, a Benedictine monk of
St. Bernard Abbey. Begun as a hobby, Brother Joseph with various materials he
could find, an infinite patience and a remarkable sense of symmetry and proportion
re-created some of the greatest edifices of all times.

Among the numerous replicas which elicit admiration and wonderment from
the visitor are the famous buildings of Jerusalem and the Holy Land, familiar to all
from the Bible; Roman Landmarks, as St. Peter’s and the Colosseum; the famous
Spanish Missions of the American Southwest; and replicas of the famous Shrines
of Our Lady, Fatima and Lourdes.

Located on the grounds of St. Bernard Abbey, 50 miles north of Birmingham
and 1 mile east of Cullman, the Ave Maria Grotto is easily reached via Interstate 65;
U.S. 31 and 278; or Alabama State Highway 69.
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The Life and Werk of Brother Joseph

NEAR
CULLMAN
ALABAMA

"THE SCENIC SHRINE OF THE SOUTH"
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FRONT COVER:

Brother Joseph, O.S.B.,
creator of the Ave
Maria Grotto, at work
on one of the more
than 125 miniature
reproductions.

THE CATHEDRAL OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
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Again the tiny buildings appear, this time the mission section depicting
the Alamo and many of the Churches built by Father Junipero Serra, the great
apostle of the Spanish Southwest. A large marble statue of St. Theresa, the
Little Flower, is next, along with a small repliba of the convent at Lisieux,
France. At this point the visitor's awe increases as he catches sight of the en-
tire layout of the park. It is here that the immensity of the undertaking is
realized. The visitor is enthralled by the beauty unfolding before his eyes.

It is a feeling, shared by countless thousands, that no words — however

accurate and beautiful — could convey. Brother Joseph, eighty years old in
1958, still worked long hours to expand the collection of replicas, both ancient
and modern.

GROTTO OF THE LITTLE FLOWER

o iy
y g







MAIN GROTTO

After passing the statue of St. Theresa, the next group of buildings to
come into view are those of the Roman Section. In this section St. Peter’s
Church holds the prominent spot. Along with this world-famed basilica you
will view reproductions of the ruins of masterful architecture such as the Pan-
theon, the Colosseum, the Roman Aqueduct and the Catacombs. It includes
also the famed Benedictine College of Sant’ Anselmo, St. Scholastica’s at

Subiaco and St. Paul’s outside the walls of Rome.

Students of architecture are continually astounded by the accuracy of

these miniatures. It seems scarcely believable, for example, that Monte

Cassino — originally founded by St. Benedict in the Fifth Century, bombed to
rubble during World War Il — could again rise in such splendid, tiny realism
as it does in the midst of other reproductions of the Roman buildings.

e
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“LITTLE JERUSALEM”

As the visitor continues through the Grotto, he finds to the right of the
main Grotto, a section which contains scenes from the Holy Land. The most
Prominent buildings here are the Cenacle, where Christ offered the Last Sup-
per; the Fortress Antonia, where Jesus was kept prisoner; and the Temple of
Jerusalem, depicted on the opposite page. Other scenes portray the
Crucifixion, the Brazen Serpent of Moses, the Pool of Siloam, St. Mary’s Well
at Nazareth, Jacob’s Well and the ruins of the home of Martha and Mary, with
the Tomb of Lazarus.

Around the next slight curve is the original Little Jerusalem. This is the
first group of buildings made by Brother Joseph, many of which have been
reproduced in other parts of the Grotto.




Next comes Noah’s Ark and the Tower of Babel. Going pack up the hill
one passes the Hanging Gardens of Babylon and comes to statues of our
Lady of Fatima and St. Pius X. A little grotto depicting Christ’s Agony in the
Garden is dedicated to alumni of St. Bernard College who lost their lives in
World War Il. Representative puildings of Eastern architecture round out 2
tour of the Grotto. In this area, the latest large group constructed by Brother
Joseph is a miniature of a Benedictine monastery in Korea. It is dedicated to
the Alumni of St. Bernard who died in Korea. To view the Grotto brings peace
and calm. Perhaps that is why Brother Joe, in his last work before he died,
fashioned, of glass pieces set in cement, an American flag and @ replica of
the World’s Peace Church in Hiroshima, Japan, erected on the site where the
first atomic bomb exploded. It seems to say from his grave in the nearby
monastery cemetery: “Peace be unto you!”

THE TOWER OF BABEL AND NOAH'S ARK




HANGING GARDENS
OF
BABYLON

LIFE OF BROTHER JOSEPH, O.S.B.

; : dictine
The builder of the miniatures pictured in this bookle.t was a an:ame -
| monk. Brother Joseph, 0.S.B., born in Landshut, Bavaria, in 187.31 antudents ¥
l this country and to St. Bernard Abbey in 1892 as one of the first s |
the newly-founded college. I

! He later decided to become a Brother in the Benedictine Order. His fl.rst |
‘ assignment was at Stonega, virginia, where he performed hous.ehok.j duties ‘
for the various priests who served that territory. He served in this 53::: ‘\
capacity also in Tuscumbia and Cullman, Alabama. He was recalled. tod t
Abbey where he was assigned to kitchen duty. In 1910 he was appO‘m‘G bbo
the power plant. While in charge of the power plant, he defslonsd s HERE

of building miniature shrines in his spare time- ‘




One of the Fathers at St. Bernard had a small souvenir shop in the
college building and requested Brother Joseph to make some small Grottoes
for his store. Brother Joseph’s creation of these Grottoes was well received
and sold rapidly, so that his work in their construction took much of his time.
This work was the forerunner of the large Grotto, and the income from the
sales of the little replicas made by Brother Joseph was used toward the con-
struction of the Ave Maria Grotto.

Brother Joseph first erected the miniatures on the monastery recreation
grounds. Because of the presence of many of the replicas from the Holy Land,
the people named it “Little Jerusalem”. Now as a result of the invasion of
numerous visitors to view the work of Brother Joseph, Abbot Bernard decided
that the miniatures be moved to another location.



The new site was to be on the bluff of the Eight Mile Creek in front of
the Administration building, Landscape gardening and terracing of an aban-
doned rock quarry, under the direction fo Father Patrick O’Neill, 0.8.B.,
produced a beautiful setting for the creations of Brother Joseph.

After the construction of the Grotto, the “Little Jerusalom i minigtifee
were moved to the present site. The Most Rev. T.J. Toolen dedicated the Ave
Maria Grotto May 17, 1934.

Numerous friends of St. Bernard sent in s{atuary around which Brother
Joseph wielded his magic in cement, stone, marbles, tiles, shells, rocks,
chandelier prisms & beads. These little items - - many sent from all over the
world - - have been worked together to form the various shrines and replicas
Which number about one hundred and fifty.

OUR LADY OF FATIMA GROUP
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On July 11, 1957, the Feast of the Solemnity of St. Benedict, Brother
Joseph celebrated his Diamond Jubilee. He had completed 60 years of
monastic life in St. Bernard Abbey, and in recognition received from the hands
of the Right Rev. Bede Luibel, O.S.B. the “Baculum Senectutis” — the ‘‘Staff
of Venerability”'.

Brother Joseph became ill in April 1961 and was anointed on May 1.
People thought that his hour had come but almost miraculously he rose from
his bed and was able to get around again. However, the end was not far off. A
few months later — on Sunday morning, October 15th — Brother Joseph
quietly passed into eternity.

After the funeral Mass at his beloved Grotto, his earthly remains were
consigned to the Abbey Cemetery, a simple cross with his name marking the
spot. As the visitor speeds down the college drive toward the highway, he
hardly sees the peaceful cemetery on his left. But if he does he thinks of the
humble little monk lying there and of the replicas which grace the grotto. He
marvels that one so small could produce something so great and reflects
upon the words of the great English poet John Keats, words so appropriate to
the present occasion:

“A thing of beauty is a joy forever: its loveliness increases; it will never
pass into nothingness, but still will keep a bower quiet for us and a sleep full
of sweet dreams.”

AVE MARIA GROTTO
Cullman, Al. 35055
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ph Zoettl, O.S.B. (1878-1961) i ‘ :

The builder of the miniatures at the Ave Maria Grotto was @
Born in

Benedictine Monk—Brother Joseph Zoettl, 0SB
Landshut, Bavaria in 1878, he came to Saint Bernard Abbey in
1892. After becoming a Brother in the Benedictine Order, he
was appointed to the power plant for the Abbey, and while
there he developed his hobby of building miniature shrines-
The first replicas were erected on the monastery recreation
grounds, but because of the large number of visitors, a new site
was selected and on May 17, 1934 the Ave Maria Grotto was
dedicated. Brother Joseph continued his work for over ‘
years, using [materials sent from all over the world. He built his
last model, the Basilica in Lourdes, at the age of 80, In 1958.
The Ave Maria Grotto, located on the grounds of Alabama’s
first and only Benedictine Abbey, consists of over 125
miniatures, reproductions of famous churches, shrines an ; R H
buildings from all over the world. Encompassing an aréd o g
over three acres, this miniature fairyland was built by Brother
Joseph. Brother Joseph who died in 1961 is buried in the
Abbey cemetery a short distance from the Grotto gift shop:

Brother Jose

[ Sty b A &

Hanging Garden of Babylon i Loﬁ;de; Bﬁilica




