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T'his label denores planis in
The Biblical Garden

The JBiblical Garden

Welcome to the Biblical Garden, a collection of plants mentioned
in the writings of the Bible or thought to be growing at the eastern
end of the Mediterranean Sea during Biblical times. Plants at that
time were a very important part of the everyday lives of the people

.~ of that region, providing not only food, but medicine, fragrance,

seasoning, clothing, shelter, and fuel. The importance of plants to
these people is shown in the frequent reference to plants in the
passages of the Bible quoted herein.

Today, many of these same plants can be found as relatively com-
mon garden plants, particularly in California where the climate
matches the summer-dry climate of the eastern Mediterranean.

.Many of the biblical plants are still used for seasoning and fra-

grance.

At Strybing the Biblical Garden is located next to the Garden of
Fragrance since many of the plants are repeated in each garden
because of their fragrant flowers or aromatic foliage. The Biblical
“Garden plantings have been attractively landscaped to suggest the
potential use of these plants in home landscapes.

Evergreen shrubs and groundcovers make up the majority of the
plantings with seasonal interest provided by the flowering of fruit
trees, perennials and bulbs. Annuals native to the biblical lands will
be allowed to “naturalize” throughout the garden.

A NOTE ABOUT NAMES

Thete is still some confusion and controversy over the names of
plants mentioned in the Bible, particulatly with regard to the many
plants referred to as “lilies” or “roses”. In most instances, Moldenke’s
Plants of the Bible was followed. Recent authors have challenged
some of his names, and as tesearch continues into the plants of the
Biblical lands, there will surely be further changes.
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